THE  FOUR  GEORGES
The character of George I has been sufficiently indi-
cated in the previous chapter, but as evidence of the type
of Court which he maintained it may not be out of place
to quote Lord Chesterfield:
"George I was lazy and inactive even in his pleasures,
which therefore were lowly sensual. He was coolly
intrepid and indolently benevolent. He was diffident
of his own parts, which made him speak little in public
and prefer in his own social,, which were his favourite
hours, the company of wags and buffoons. Even his
mistress, the Duchess of Kendal, with whom he passed
most of his time and who held all influence over him,
was little better than an idiot. Importunity alone
could make him act, and then only to get rid of it.
His views and affections were singly confined to the
narrow compass of his Electorate. England was too
big for him."1
Of George's taste in women the same nobleman observes:
"The King loved pleasure, and was not delicate in his
choice of it. No woman came amiss to him, if they were
very willing and very fat ... the standard of His
Majesty's taste made all those ladies who aspired to his
favour, and who were near the statutable size, strain
and swell themselves like the frogs in the fable to rival
the bulk and dignity of the ox. Some succeeded, and
others burst."2
It was all very different from Whitehall in the days of the
Stuarts.
Two mistresses were the female ornaments of the Court,
namely, Baroness Kielmansegg, who was created Countess
1  Characters of Eminent Persons of His Own 'lime. Vol. II, p. 472.
2  ibid., Vol. II, p. 439.
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